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• Short overview of how students found this paper

• Examplars that are additional to those found in the 

examiner report for June 2023.

• An example of a high scoring 8-mark question

• Mid and high responses from the 20-mark question

• Feedback on the 16-mark questions from the 

optional topics

Agenda



Overview of the paper
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What went well

• Understanding of statistical tests

• Description of explanations and therapies

• AO2 in essays

• Naming an improvement
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What could be improved

• Explaining strengths and weaknesses

• Linking short answer questions to the scenario

• Justifying an improvement

• Balance in essays



Top band essays
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Clinical Psychology
Question 5: 8 marks
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Clinical Psychology
Question 5: 8 marks

• AO1 shows accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of the use 

of interviews in clinical psychology and is level 4.

• AO2 is a well-developed logical discussion, with logical chains of reasoning, a 

thorough awareness of competing arguments and is supported by sustained 

application. This is also level 4.
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Clinical Psychology
Question 6: 19 marks
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Clinical Psychology
Question 6: 19 marks

• AO1 shows accurate and comprehensive knowledge and understanding of a 

psychological treatment for schizophrenia, in this case cognitive behavioural 

therapy and is level 5.

• AO2 this answer consistently integrates and synthesizes relevant knowledge 

with through, accurate linkages to psychological concepts. This is level 5.

• AO3 there are well developed and logical arguments which have logical 

chains of reasoning. There are balanced judgements throughout the essay 

and a judgement at the end. This is borderline level 4 and level 5.
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Criminological Psychology
Question 10: 13 marks
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Criminological Psychology
Question 10: 13 marks

• AO1. This is level 3. there is accurate knowledge and understanding of XYY 

syndrome and how it can explain criminal and anti-social behaviour.

• AO2. This is at the top of level 3. Relevant evidence from the context is 

applied, but this is not sustained throughout the essay.

• AO3. This is  level 4. There are well-developed, logical arguments with an 

awareness of competing arguments and a conclusion as well as mini 

conclusions throughout the essay.



21© Pearson Education 2023

Child Psychology
Question 14: 13 marks
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Child Psychology
Question 14: 13 marks

• AO1. This is level 4. There is accurate and thorough knowledge and 

understanding of cross-cultural research into attachment.

• AO2. This is level 3. Relevant evidence from the context is applied, but this is 

not sustained throughout the essay.

• AO3. This is  level 3. There are developed arguments with a grasp of 

competing arguments and a conclusion as well as mini conclusions 

throughout the essay.
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Health Psychology
Question 18: 13 marks
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Health Psychology
Question 18: 13 marks

• AO1. This is level 3. There is accurate knowledge and understanding of how operant 

conditioning can cause heroin addiction.

• AO2. This is at the top of level 3. Relevant evidence from the context is applied, but this 

is not sustained throughout the essay.

• AO3. This is  level 4. There are well-developed, logical arguments with an awareness of 

competing arguments and a conclusion as well as mini conclusions throughout the 

essay.



General Feedback
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General Feedback

• The AO1 in essays needs to show knowledge and understanding. 

Candidates should make sure they do not just list points but show they 

have knowledge of those points. 

• The AO2 should be sustained throughout the essay.

• The AO3 needs to be well-developed.
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


34© Pearson Education 2023

Stay In Touch
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